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     Dear Families, 

 I hope you all enjoyed Thanksgiving 
break—I know I sure did! It is taking students a 
little time to readjust to the rigors of the school 
day, but I’m sure it will come along.  
   Students did a wonderful job at the 
musical performance just before the break.  We 
were fortunate to make our way to the balcony to 
see the 5th graders perform. That was a first!
  

The three weeks until the winter break will 
fly by, I am sure. This morning I realized that in 
just three weeks, the days will start getting longer-
- I’m ready for that! A letter about the blanket 
making project that will take place on December 
21 is attached, and we will send home a signup 
sheet for volunteering soon. We hope some of 
you are able to help out with our “Take Action” 
project! Also, we are hoping fleece starts to come 
in soon so this 4th grade project is a success! 
 
 

Math 
      

Division, division, division! Students are 
working hard to master this complex operation, 
and are doing quite well. This week, learning has 
focused on estimating as a strategy to check our 
answers, how to think about remainders in real-
life situations, and multi-step word problems. 
That’s a lot to pack into a week! We’ll be 
reviewing on Friday/Monday in order to be ready 
for the Unit test on Tuesday. Unit 4, our next unit, 
is “Equations and Word Problems,” in which 
students will use variables to represent unknown 
quantities, and then solve for the unknown.  

As always, practicing facts is critical to 
student success.  
 

 
Literacy 

 This week we started Book Groups, and 
students all seem excited about the books they 
are reading. I will meeting with groups twice a 
week, while others are engaged in a variety of 
reading activities which will vary week to week. 
Every week they will be responsible to complete 
the assigned reading in their book, answer 
comprehension questions, and participate in 
group reading and discussions. 
 
 The books we choose generally lead to 
deep discussions, which give us the chance to 
address a multitude of standards, such a 
inferencing, figurative language, point of view, 
and many others. 
 

Social Studies 
 We are nearing the end of our study about 
the arrival of the Spanish in North America. 
Students will begin writing an essay next week 
about the effects of Spanish exploration on the 
Native American culture. They have read enough 
to understand that the interactions between these 
two cultures led to effects on both.  
   

Upcoming Events 
 
December 21:                 Blanket Project 
 
December 22 – January 6:         Winter Break 
 

 


